
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Unpublished Letters of Benjamin Franklin. 35 



UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

[The following unpublished letters of Franklin to his friend, Samuel 
Khoads, who was Mayor of Philadelphia in 1774, were donated by Mr. 
Henry D. Biddle to the " Franklin Collection" of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. They are all franked "B Free Franklin." — Ed. 
Penna. Mag.] 

London July 8'" 1765 
Dear Friend. 

I have before me your Favour of May 20th wherein you 
mention that you had not heard from me, which I, a little 
wonder at, as I wrote to you the 14th of February, and find 
that Letters to some other Friends of the same date were 
got to hand. 

I congratulate you on Your Retirement, and your being 
able to divert yourself with farming ; 'tis an inexhaustible 
Source of perpetual Amusement. Your Country Seat is of a 
more secure kind than that in the Assembly : and I hope 
not so much in the Power of the Mob to jostle you out of. 
I say hope, for after what we have lately heard of your 
Mobs, one cannot say that any Property or Possession is 
Safe certainly. 

I am much oblig'd to you for Spurring our Friends in 
their Correspondence. They have not been wanting. 

The Malice of our Adversaries I am well acquainted with, 
but hitherto it has been Harmless; all their arrows shot 
against us, have been like those that Rabelais speaks of 
which were headed with Butter hardened in the Sun. As 
long as I have known the World I have observ'd that "Wrong 
is always growing more Wrong, till there is no bearing it, 
and that Right however oppos'd, comes right at last. 

The Change so much wish'd for & now become so neces- 
sary must sooner or later take Place, and I think it Near at 
hand whatever may be given out to the Contrary. 

[Some lines mutilated.] 
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I have prophesied to them here, that they will by these 
Acts, Lose more in Trade than they Can Get in Taxes. 

There was a Bill Brought in with a Clause to impower 
Military Officers to quarter Soldiers on Private Houses. 
This if it had passed we apprehended might be used to awe 
us & as an Instrument of Oppression upon Ocasion, and 
therefore we opposed it Vigorously. I think I may Value 
myself on having a considerable share in getting the Clause 
struck out, and another put in that may Ocasionally save 
our Province a great Deal of Money. 

As to the House, I am sencible I give you a great Deal 
of Trouble, and I doubt not your Care to get it finish' d ; 
but it seems to me that the Workmen have been unkind to 
keep Mrs. Franklin so Long unsettled. 

My best Respects to good Mrs. Rhoads, your Son & 
Daughter, with Thanks for their Remembrance of me 
I am, Dear Friend 

Yours affectionately 

B. Franklin. 

London, June 26, 1770 
Dear Friend 

It is a long time since I had the Pleasure of hearing from 
you directly. Mrs. Franklin has indeed now and then ac- 
quainted me of your Welfare, which I am always glad to 
hear of. It is, I fear, partly, if not altogether, my Fault 
that our Correspondence has not been regularly continued. 
One thing only I am sure of; that it has been from no want 
of Regard on either side, but rather from too much Busi- 
ness and Avocations of various kinds, and my having little 
of Importance to communicate. 

One of our good citizens, Mr Hillegas, anxious for the 
future Safety of our Town, wrote to me sometime since, 
desiring I would enquire concerning the Covering of Houses 
here with Copper. I sent him the best Information I could 
then obtain ; but have since receiv'd the enclos'd from an 
ingenious Friend, Mr Wooller, who is what they call here 
a Civil Engineer. I should be glad you would peruse it, 
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think of the matter a little, and give me your Sentiments 
of it. When you have done with the Paper, please to give 
it to Mr Hillegas. I am told by Lord Despencer, who has 
covered a long Piazza or Gallery with Copper, that the ex- 
pence is charged in this Account too high ; for his cost but 
1/10 1$ foot, all Charges included. I suppose his Copper 
must have been thinner. And indeed it is so strong a 
Metal, that I think it may well be used very thin. 

It appears to me of great Importance to build our Dwell- 
ing Houses, if we can, in a Manner more secure from 
Danger by Fire. "We scarce ever hear of a Fire in Paris. 
When I was there, I took particular Notice of the Con- 
struction of their Houses; and I did not see how one of 
them could well be burnt. The Poofs are Slate or Tile the 
Walls are Stone ; the Rooms generally lin'd with Stucco or 
Plaister instead of Wainscot ; the Floors of Stucco, or of six 
square Tiles painted brown ; or of Flag Stone or Marble, — 
if any Floor were of Wood, it was Oak Wood, which is not 
so inflammable as Pine. Carpets prevent the Coldness of 
Stone or Brick Floors offending the Feet in Winter, And 
the Noise of Treading on such Floors overhead is less in- 
convenient than that on Boards. — The Stairs too, at Paris 
are either Stone, or Brick with only a Wooden Edge or 
Corner for the Steps ; so that on the Whole, tho' the 
Parisians commonly burn Wood in their Chimneys, a more 
dangerous kind of Fuel than that used here, yet their 
Houses escape extreamly well, as there is little in a Room 
that can be consumed by Fire except the Furniture. 
Whereas in London perhaps scarce a Year passes in which 
half a Million of Property and many Lives are not lost by 
this destructive Element. Of late indeed they begin here 
to leave off Wainscotting their Rooms, and instead of it 
cover the Walls with Stucco, often form'd into Pannels like 
Wainscot, which, being painted, is very strong and warm : 
Stone Staircases too, with Iron Rails, grow more and more 
into Fashion here : But Stone Steps cannot in some Cir- 
cumstances be fixed ; and there methinks Oak is safer than 
Pine ; and I assure you that in many genteel Houses here, 
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both old & new, the Stairs and Floors are Oak, and look ex- 
treamly well. Perhaps solid Oak for the Steps would be still 
safer than Boards ; and two Steps might be cut diagonally 
out of one Piece. — Excuse my talking to you on a Subject 
with which you must be so much better acquainted than 
I am. It is partly to make out a Letter for renewing our 
Correspondence, and partly in hope that by turning your 
Attention to the Point some Method of great Security in 
our future Building may be thought of & promoted by 
you, whose Judgment I know has deservedly great Weight 
with our Fellow-Citizens. — For tho' our Town has not 
hitherto suffered very greatly by Fire, yet I am apprehen- 
sive, that some time or other, by a Concurrence of unlucky 
Circumstances, such as dry "Weather, hard Frost, & high 
Wind, a Fire then happening may suddenly spread far and 
wide over our Cedar Roofs, and do us immense Mischief. — 
If you favor me with a Line, let me know how good 
Mrs Ehoads does, and every one of your Children ; and 
how it fares with my dear old Friend Mrs Paschal. With 

sincere Esteem, I am 

Yours most affectionately 

B. Franklin 

London, Feb. 10, 1771.— 
Dear Friend, 

I received your kind Favour of Nov. 9. and am glad to 
hear of the Welfare of you and yours. — 

Mentioning to a Friend of mine, Mr Wooller, an Engi- 
neer, your Idea of Paint and Sand, to make Roofs durable 
and safer from Fire (which I hope you will try, as I think 
it very likely to succeed) he communicated to me an Ac- 
count of a new Method of Covering in the North, that is in 
some respects similar, may be as durable, but in my Opinion 
not so safe. Perhaps it may be of use for Summer Houses, 
Barns, Outhouses, or Buildings where no Fire warms ; and 
therefore I send you the Account enclos'd, but I think I 
should not care to trust it in a Dwelling House, in a Town, 
unless the under Side of the Boards was lathed & plaistered 
between the Rafters, which would add to the Expense ; For 
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fho' the Outside, hardened by the Air, and paved, as it were, 
by the Sand, Shells, &c. might not readily take fire, the Tar 
coming thro' the Seams or Craiks of the Boards might be 
readily inflamed by a Candle from the Inside, placed care- 
lessly by Servants in a Garret. 

The Flatness of this Roof, as well as of those with Cop- 
per, lessens a good deal the Areas to be covered, & of course 
the Expense. 

I am glad to hear that you have good "Workmen in the 
Stucco Way, and that it is likely to take place of Wainscot. 

In some of the Paris Buildings the Floors are thus formed. 
The Joists are large and square, & laid with two of their 
Corners up and down, whereby their sloping Sides afford 
Butments for intermediate Arches of Brick. Over the 
whole is laid an Inch or two of Loom, and on that the 
Tiles of the Floor, which are often six-square, & painted. 
The lower Corner of the Joists is cut off enough to admit 
of nailing to them the Laths that are to hold the Plaister 
of the Ceiling of the Room beneath. Where there is any 
Apprehension of Walls spreading by the Weight of such 
Floor they are prevented by Bars of Iron, with external 
S S. This kind of Floor seems safe from Fire ; For Joists 
in contact with the Bricks above, and sheeled by the Plais- 
ter Ceiling below, are not very likely to kindle and burn. 
It likewise prevents in a good degree the Noise of what is 
doing overhead offending those below. But it is heavy, 
takes up more Room, requires great strength of Timber and 
is I suppose more expensive than Boards. I apprehend 
those Arches are not generally used ; but the Tiles are more 
commonly laid upon rough Boards, and the Joists clos'd 
with fine Mortar or some kind of Cement. 

Plaster Floors are of late coming again into use here. I 
know not whether we have the proper Materials in our 
Province ; but I have been told there are Quarries of the 
kind in Nova Scotia near navigable Water. — I send you 
however an Account of the Method of laying such Floors. 
— Also some Specimens of a new discovered Limestone for 
Mortar that sets under Water, with a Written Account of 
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the Method of managing it. All from my Friend the in- 
genious M. "Wooller. — 

Remember me respectfully and affectionately to Mrs 
Rhoads & my dear old Friend Mrs Paschal. 
With sincere Esteem, I am, dear Friend 

Yours most affectionately 

B. Franklin 

I send you also a Pamphlet on the Subject of securing 
Houses from Fire, tho' the Method is perhaps impracticable 
with us. — 

London Jan. 5. 1774 
Dear Friend, 

I received your Favours of Oct. 29 and 31, inclosing the 
Votes, for which I thank you. 

I am much obliged to the Assembly for the repeated 
Marks of their Confidence in me. The Great Officers of 
State having generally been in the Country, no public Busi- 
ness of consequence has for some time been transacted here. 
But the Parliament meets next Week, when all will return 
again to their Stations and the Duty of their Offices, and 
the Boards resume Business. I do not find that your Laws 
of last Winter have yet been presented, and the time is now 
near for carrying your Paper-money Act into Execution. 
At present I do not see any Difficulty likely to arise upon 
it, on the Part of the Board of Trade, unless one should be 
started on the Uncertainty, there being no mention of the 
Value or kind of the Money to be struck, whether Sterling 
or Proclamation, or any other. But it being an Act of 
Pennsylvania, I suppose it is to be understood that the 
Money will be of the Value of the present Currency of that 
Province. Virginia has lately had a Quantity of Copper- 
Halfpence struck at the Mint here for their Province. In- 
clos'd I send you a Specimen of them. They may serve to 
keep out the worthless counterfeit Trash of late so common. 

With great Esteem & Respect, I am ever, 

Dear Friend 
Yours most affectionately 

B. Franklin. 



